#Titanicilla - #LiveTitanic 
”The night Twitter cried”

#Titanicilla – #LiveTitanic project (yle.fi/titanicilla) was a live story on Twitter from March 30 to April 18, 2016. It was all about following fictitious characters as they journeyed from Finland to America on the Titanic. The aim was to make the participants aware of what it feels like to be an emigrant searching for a better life, and what happens when the dream is shattered.

The audience was able to follow 16 emigrants and their journey on their Twitter accounts in ”real time”.  
Also tweeting along the way were the emigrants’ guide Matti the American, and Letters from America, messages home from America. Tensions ran high when the nationalistic Close the Borders movement or the Iceberg drifting towards the ship tweeted. Each emigrant tweeted about their experiences on their way to Britain and aboard the Titanic, all the way until the faithful night, day by day and hour by hour. 

#LiveTitanic project was also a kind of role play. The audience participated in the story by creating their own characters from 1912 (29 of them). Others used their own Twitter profile but pretended to be in the year 1912. The fun of participating is well captured for example in the character Deck Chair, created for the project. 
[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/46QRqrsAl-1ohzKVCY-LskwKwv0by87BWOn_1UVWFj_eV-MM3ZIXCvkNTMscoDb-GbUdG05X7B3N2OPRMq6E7MigcrTNPjkL9HAu86nAJn8ylBwO1K3epyDLsQkUgIWsIYsIpQZ0]

”LiveTitanic is a great way to approach a historical tragedy from a fresh angle. Like a good novel.” Author Jari Järvelä on Facebook.   

The night the ship sank, #Titanicilla was in the top 3 of the trending tweets in Finland. [image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-US8qGb680H3BAz30XUa62w6cRfXqzILtVwP5nZe4HQgXiJRL_V-6WNC3Baoe90QSKVvy1xbpsAywRlP58SAD6QEgBgSqaW-ziqnMyAQf9XmbdXYxpVx2C_kAHnDimnUqLOzs-4G]

The project was launched with a test: “Get your ticket on the Titanic and test whether you would survive.” 
The users could also test whether they were like-minded with the philosophical Iceberg.
#Titanicilla – #LiveTitanic was produced by YLE, with several units cooperating. Three high schools were also a part of the production. 
The live story on Twitter was supported by yle.fi/titanicilla website, Yle Historia (Yle History) Facebook page, #titanicilla (#LiveTitanic) Instagram account and the Titanic audio news and the interview of survivor Anna Turja broadcasted both on Yle Puhe radio and Yle Areena online tv and radio/podcast service.
Finnish Broadcasting Company/Producent: Seija Aunila, seija.aunila@yle.fi, +358400533711
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Deck chair @deck_chair - 15 apr

The reports of my death are greatly
exaggerated or at the very least premature.
The conditions could be better, though.

Antti Lindstrom @lindstorm
Oh no, haven't heard from the deck chair in hours. Poor thing, probably
lounging in a better place now... #LiveTitanic
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Mia Rautiainen @MagdaleenaMia - 15 apr
a Get IN THE BOAT! #LiveTitanic

Helmi Juurakko @Helmijuurakko
| open the top button of my overcoat and show John the seashell | attached to
a velvet ribbon. #LiveTitanic
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